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" FIGHTING FOR THE LAST WILD PLACES "

Wl, hello fellow Alabamians who
want to scc the last great places of
our stale preserved. The beginning will
be the National Forests that belong to
you, the public. Perhaps you have scen
the headlines heralding the beginning of
the era of litagation in the fight to
managc our public forests with integrity.
Recently, the USFS was once again
caught negligent in caring for the land
and serving the people. The Bartram
Trail was damaged by the scourge of
clearcutting. This goes on all the time.
Hundreds of beautiful places across the
National Forests of Alabama are damaged and destroycd every year.
Historical sites are cut. The unnofficial trails of the Backcountry are
crased without a thought by the USFS timber quotas. The Monitor is
working on maps showing the last ten years of timbering with all its
fringe benefits of conversion, poisons and roads. One thing is clear.
The Sipscy Wildemess is being ringed with clcarcuts. The habitat of
Rare and Endangered Mussels in the Brushy Drainage as well as our
Wildand Scenic River are impacted by the unslowing clearcutting that
gocs on right to the blufflines. Extensive cutting is planned for the
entire arcas across the river from the Sipsey Recreation Arca. Perhaps
the Forest Supervisor plans to apologize after the fact as he did after
the Bartram clearcutting. Itishisresponsibility to oversce all plans that
affect the forests. All designated trails should have mandatory 1/4 mile
setbacks but our Federal Timber Company squeezes out cvery stick it
can get. Don't worry, the Bartram Trail will grow back in 20 or 50
years. I call on all who are sick and tired of this kind of management
to join with the Monitor and become part of our growing army who is
fighting for our last wild places. You cannot gluc the trees back on the
stumps when they are mistakenly cut down.
There is nothing wild about a big tree farm. The state is full of them,
There is a great need to preserve more wilderness and natural places.
We need Monitor chapters across the state. Let's get on with public
outcry before they tear everything wild to pieces for its components.
Weask forconservation and they giveusdesolation; we ask for beauty
and they give us stumps, we ask for protection of our endangered
mussels and they pour more silt on them.
It is impossible to manage for the health of ccosystcm and natural
successional bio-diversity whilc tryingto extract millions of board feet
of timber. Sheer impossibility. Where money is involved, the
ecosystem will always be the loser.
They think that you are apathetic, show them that you mean business.
Write your congressman and senator today. Calla local newspaper and
tell them about the destruction. Tell them to call me and I will
personally carry them on a lovely tour where they can film, photo and
get a good story.
Morc and more foresters arc waking up to the fact we are entering a
new age of preservation. History will prove us to be the good guys.
Lamar Marshall
Any cartoons that even remotely resemble living persons is strictly a
wild and crazy coincidence.

Lamar Marshall
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Walking The Sipsey Wilderness:
Part 7

Blossoms Herald Spring On Thompson Creek Trail

by Jim Manasco

A trail leads downstream along the east side where Northwest Road crosses Thompson Creek.
The trail is about six miles long and loops decp

through the wilderness and comes out to the road

on the mountain above Bee Branch. The first
mile of the trail will take you to White Oak "A SHORT HIKE DOWN THE

Branch. A short hike down the trail and then TRAIL AND THEN BACK OUT
back out the same way will treat you to an array THE SAME WAY WILL

of native wildflowers.

The continental United States is divided into

TREAT YOU TO AN ARRAY
OF NATIVE WILDFLOWERS."

three major frost zones. These zones are estab-

lished by the dates of the last frost.

BIG FLOWERED WHITE TRILLIUM

the plants with forked stems will bloom.

On Thompson Creek the northern and southern zones
overlap, splitting the central zone. Here on this
part of the forest is the only place that this happens.
The valley here is also seven degrees warmer than
the ridge above in the winter and seven degrees cool-
er in the summer. To predict when something will
bloom here is not possible. It changes every year.

The only way you can predict what flowers will
bloom a week in advance is to go look a week before
for the ones still in bud. Wildflowers do not last as
long as the cultivated varieties so if you go to the
same place once a week you will see a different set.
The wildflowers that you will see along the trail are
as follows:

TRILLIUM. Several species will be

blooming including the dark red twisted petal and
the Big Whites. Trilliums get their names from
having three of everything, three leaves, three sepals
and three petals.

MAY APPLES. It is interesting to note that only



RED BUCKEYE. These buckeyes never reach tree size and are the ones that grow the Lucky

Buckeyes.

PAWPAWS. Most everyone knows what a pawpaw looks like but how many would recognize the

bloom?

DOLL’S EYES. The flowers are not as showy as the seeds. This fall these blooms will look like a
cluster of grapes growing upside down. The grapes will be white and each will have a black dot
on it. The vine part will be bright red. They are as poison as they are colorful.

WILD GERANIUMS, White Larkspurs, and Blue Phlox will line the trail as you walk down the

stream.

Moving off the trail to the bluff, the big moss covered rocks are hanging gardens of ginger and

ferns.

The above listing of wildflowers are only a small sample of all the varieties of flowering plants to
view on your hike. Take time to behold the beauty of the wildflower array as you walk the

Thompson Creek Trail.
Do not pick the flowers or you may have to pay!

Ll

JIM MANASCO IN THE WILDERNESS
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THoMPSoN CREEK TRAIW
2.5 mILES From BRIDGE To
SHIP RocK .



THE FANTASTIC BOTANICAL
GARDENS OF BANKHEAD

The northern slopes of the Tennessee Divide

( known in the old days as the High Town Path
or the Ridge Path ) fall into the drainages of
numerous creeks that make up the Flint Creek
drainage. Gillespie of Indian Tomb, Lee,

ACRES ON ACRES OF DENSE BEDS 0 BLOODROOT

By Bill Weatherford
recognised by the USFS and designated as botan-
ical areas as required by law is beyond me. I
have found that the greatest critics of our
Bankhead Forest fan club have never walked the
back country. They don’t even know what trea-
sures are hidden away here. They are merely

TRILLIUMS AND OTHER FLOWERING PLANTS

Thompson, Indian, Sheats, and Wiggins are the
Bankhead tributaries that make up outstanding
botanical areas of the limestone valleys. Along
these streams and hillsides are the densest of the
Bankhead flora.

I have walked through three feet tall false
soloman seal, great beds of the queen of herbs -
golden seal, acres of trillium grandiflora, and
numerous other flowering herbs.

Rue aneneme, foamflower, blue cohosh, rattle-
root, great soloman’s seal, and allegheny spurge
form green carpets. Why these areas are not

uncaring spokesmen for the timber industry. We
that have tasted of the rare beauty of the walled
canyons and flowering paradise know why we
must continue to push for protection.

Several times I have heard the Forest Supervisor
John Yancy say that he personally had not seen
the areas that we asked for special protection,
but that his staff had assured him that the area
was not special. Could it be that his staff has no
appreciation or ability of recognition for scenic
and biological treasures? Something is wrong. He
should come to the back country and see with
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his own eyes the diminishing native Bankhead.
These are arcas that compare with the unique-
ness of the Sipsey Wilderness and should be giv-
en the official designation of botanical areas.
Just look at the multitude of plants found here.
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MEDICINAL PLANTS
OF THE CREEK NATION

mong the many who have made the hardwood

hills and hollows of North West Alabama
home, those calling themselves the Esti Mvskoke
have left an indelible footprint on the history of this
region,

Known as Creeks, Upper Creeks, Lower Crecks,
Muskogee and Mvskoke among many, they lived in
a highly civilized world with a keen sense of oneness
with the natural environment around them.

What modern man knows as
the Creck Nation was more

by Darryl Patton
doesn't adequately describe the multi-faceted aspects
of his position.

In any modern Creek community there are those
who function strictly as herbalists, while the Maker
of Medicinc will deal with some herbs in what
people think of as traditional herbal medicine and
other herbs in a more ceremonial context. Many
families will also carry on a tradition of herbal
simples passed down within the family.

It is also impossible to
discuss some of the herbs used

appropriately called the
Mvskoke Nation. Comprised of
many sub-groupsranging from
the Appalachees to the
Hitchitis, they all fell within
the great Mvskoke
Confederacy. Each sub-group
existed with its own dialect and
traditions but called the Creck
language their mother tongue
and Lingua Franca or trading

language.

by the Muskoke's without a
simple language lesson. As you
can see, the ""Nation" is called
Muskogee and Mvskoke, with
both being correct. Muskogee
1s simply the modem rendition
of the Creek word Mvskoke.

In Creek, what looks like
your typical abc's is not what it
seemns. Some letters have a
totally different pronunciation.
For example: the "V" is

One of the more highly
developed areas of this Confederacy aside from its
contributionsto our democratic form of government
was in the realm of natural healing and the use of the
herbs and roots that they felt HSVKE, the Creator
and Master of Breath had provided as a means of
health.

Creek medicine encompassed then and today still
encompasses many more areas than simply herbal
remedies. The Creek Maker of Medicine, or as James
Fenimore Cooper phrased it, the Medicine Man
functions in many different areas of healing with
plant remedies being just one area of many.

The Maker of Medicine is more than just an
herbalist. He is a repository of history and culture,
and a unifying thread linking the tribal community
with it's past. "Medicine" is a modern term that

pronouncedas a short U as in
the word mug. It also sounds like a short"A". The C
sounds like the letter "J" or soft "G". The "K" is
pronouncedas a hard "G" as in goat. The letter "T"
in Creek is pronouncedas the letter "D" as in dog.
The letter "P" is pronouncedlike the "B" in boy. A
good example would be the word Cate which means
stone. It is actually pronounced Jahdee. These are
some of the most commonly mispronounced letters
when trying to read modern day Creek which is
spoken as a first and second language by many
native speakers in Florida and Oklahoma.

The following herbs are just a few of the many
medicinals still employed by modern day Creeks.
Spelling and pronunciation may differ slightly from
area to area. Variations also occur when discussing
Creek as spoken in the South and Creek as spoken in



Oklahoma. Creek spoken here in the South is a much
more ancient variety of the language.

MULLEIN (Wacace hitci) - Roots were pounded
and mixed with willow for coughs. leaves smoked
for the sinuses and poulticed on swellings. Flowers
used as a sedative.

RABBIT TOBACCO (Aha Lvbvkea) - Used for
smoking, deliriums, sinus problems and congestion.
Also used as an astringent for poison ivy, oak and
sumach.

SUMACH Creek (Tawa Cati) Seminole (Tawa
Lakko) - Leaves poulticed on swelling joints,
arthritis and hemorrhoids. Bark and berries used for
kidney problems, mouth ulcers and canker sores,
gargle for sore throats. Leaves mixed with willow
were used for "tobacco”. Roots were boiled as a
remedy for dysentery. Mixed with tobacco it was
employed for any kind of lung problem. Berries used
especially for the kidneys and bladder stones. Leaves
and bark were utilized as a hemostatic to staunch
bleeding.

HORSEMINT (KofvtckaLakko) - Green leaves
were mashed and drunk for backaches. The entire
plant was drunk hot to induce sweating. Boiled
together with rabbit tobacco it was used for
deliriums. It was boiled with red willow for swelling
in the legs. The tops were used for chills. It could be
combined with fleabane and golden alexanders for a
sick headache. It was also used for congestion,
swollen sinuses and bronchitis.

PINE (Cule) - Young needles were brewed into a
high vitamin ¢ tea useful for colds and fevers. Inner
bark was used as a food source during the lean times
when other staple crops failed.

WHITE OAK (Kvlv) - Highly valued by the Creeks
for the useful flour coming from the highly nutritious
and sweet acorns. Some varieties needed no
leaching, Medicinally used for internal bleeding, soft
spongy gums and occasionally for coughs.
SOUTHERNRED OAK (Lokcvpe)- Inner bark
was used by itself or in combination with blackberry
root for severe dysentery. Occasionally used for liver
complaints and also for mouth ulcers and canker
sores.

SLIPPERY ELM (Lupakv)- Inner bark was dried,
pounded and prepared as a gruel in time of famine or
for the sick. Also used for burns and any type of
stomach and intestinal complaints.

SWEETGUM (Heluk Vpe) - Young leaves at the
terminal end of the branches soaked in hot water and
poulticed on arthritic joints. Sap uscd as an
expectorant and for burns and other hard to heal cuts.
AMERICAN BEECH (Nofvpe)- A strong hot tea
utilized as a soak for poison ivy and oak.

WILD CHERRY (To Fvmpe)- Tea used for
measles, chickenpox, colds, coughs and congestions.
DOGWOOD (Atapaha)- Used for intermittent
fevers. Occasionally used for the "flux". Sometimes
used for ball clubs.

BLACK WALNUT (Ahawv Em Vpe) - Green
hulls were split and applied to ringwormsand other
fungal infections. Inner bark also used for intestinal
worms,

EASTERN RED CEDAR (Vcenv)- Berries used to
ward off contagious diseases. Berries and branches
used to fumigate sick rooms. Inner bark also used to
promote fertility.

MULBERRY (Ke Vpe) - Favorite wood for the
keco and kecvape (mortar and pestle). Fruity and
inner bark used to treat worms.

PERSIMMON (Svtv Mvpe) - One of the favorite
Creek food staples. Inner bark used for mouth and
stomach ulcers. Excellent for diarrhea and the flux.
Some tribes used bark for the thrush.

SASSAFRAS (Weso) - Tea used for measles,
chickenpox and to reduce fevers. Leaves dried and
used as a thickening agent. Root tea used to cleanse
blood. Tea also used as a wash for lice.
MAGNOLIA/SWEETBAY (Tolv) - Inner bark
used for arthritis, gout and rheumatism. Used for
nervous complaints and also fevers. Popular today
for breaking the nicotine habit.

WILD PLUM (Pvkanv Seminole) - Popularin the
treatment of coughs, congestion, bronchitis and
particularly for asthma.

SARSAPARILLA (Lvlunk Lane) - Used to
increase the bust line, a source of hormones and for
stomach trouble.

PRICKLY ASH (Tokvsappv)- Knownto settlers
as "Toothache Tree", it was used to treat toothaches,
arthritis, and berries as a dye.

HICKORY (Oce) - Sap used as substitute for maple
syrup. Occasionally used to treat arthritis. Main
wood used for ball clubs, and as a source of cordage.
MUSCADINE (Coloswy) - Stems were dried,
burned to an ash and used in water to treat diabetes,
and internal cancers.



BLACKBERRY (Kvco Heurv) - Combined with -

Red Oak bark for the treatment of diarrhea and other INTRODUCING
L);?]e; e01f| ;23 bloody flux. The roots and unripe fruit Little River Botanicals
JERUSALEM OAK (Ue Lane) - Used as one of
the more popular worm killers. It means yellow QUESTION - Are you tired of spending lots of
water in Creek as it turns your urine that color. It money for herbal products and supplements.
was also used for the kidneys and liver. QUESTION - Are you concerned about the quality
GINSENG (Heles Hvtke)- An infusion uscd for and (Feshness of the herbal products you sce in your
shortness of breath, croup and LAl i oca’ neat stores:
omedicine” pand coughs. Also used in QUESTION - Would you like the opportunity to
MAPLE (fleno)- "Syrup”,an eyewash for sore purchase high quality herbal products formulated
tired eves. and for "f. lp", 4 lai ; especially for.you? A

YCs, and tor "Icmale” complaints. QUESTION - Would you like the expertise of an

PASSION FLOWER (Opaga)- Employed as a safe herbalist with a knowledge of 1500 plants in their
but powerful sedative and as a blood tonic.

Passiopfloweris now used as a commercial sedative
prescribed by physicians in Europe. It is popular in
health food stores in the U.S.

natural environment, not simply the product as it
sits on a shelf in a store?

THE ANSWER TO ALL THESE QUESTIONS IS:
LITTLE RIVER BOTANICALS

Formed as an alternative to the high prices found in
many health food and herb shops, Little River
Botanicals was formed with you, the public, in mind.

We carry herbal products that have been historically
used for a wide range of ailments ranging from asth-
ma to migraines, weight loss and tinnitus. If we do
not have the product you need, we will be glad to
custom formulate it for you. You will find our prices

are SIGNIFICANTLY less than what you will find
elsewhere.

For more information and a detailed price list send a

large SASE to:

LITTLE RIVER BOTANICALS

Pat Weeks Darryl Patton
1108 Rhodes St. N.W. P.O. Box 8481
Hartselle, Al 35640 Gadsden, Al 35902
(205) 773-6155 (205) 523-5300
(Authorized Dist.) (Owner/Herbalist)

HEARTWOOD -
PAOLI, INDIANA 8




" SHIP ROCK " OF THE
BLACK WARRIOR

This article first appeared in the Moulton Advertizer in Walker’s column - Bankhead Back Trails

The mighty "Ship Rock" of the Black Warrior is
sailing east, dragging the mountains and canyons
of unspeakable beauty through the universe.

In front of her awesome sandstone bow is the

BOW OF SHIP ROCK

"Tugboat Rock" of the forest, leading the way
and breaking the bonds of time to allow the Ship
Rock to meet her destiny beyond the knowledge
of humankind.

The Tugboat Rock is always at her bow, never
allowing her voyage to be slowed by the forces of
time. Near the stern of Tugboat Rock is the
Needle’s Eye, which focuses the last flowing rays

by Rickey Butch Walker

caught from setting sun, providing brief sailing
light toward the east before darkness dims the
mighty ship’s journey.

The forces of time blasted the hole called the
Needle’s Eye at the stern of Tugboat Rock
thousands of years ago; yet -- undaunted -- the
little sandstone tug maintains a true course
guiding the mighty Ship Rock through the
earth’s celestial sphere.

Out of Hubbard Creek Canyon and through the
middle of King Cove, she sails, leaving a deep
botanical trough and solid standing waves of
sandstone, which begin to close at the falling
waters of Parker, Quillan, and Kinlock. The
waterfalls of the Warrior Mountains send

e/

TUGBOAT ROCK '

melodious sound waves from the true wilderness
to lap at her sides.

At the bow of Ship Rock, the crest rises high,
creating the vast depressions of the beautiful
valleys through which Sipsey and Thompson
flow. Forever eastward toward the rising sun of
a new day, she plows through the forested sea
and pulls the high bluffs churning constantly
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through the land of a thousand waterfalls.

From the botanical gardens of the limestone
valleys to the hardwood ridges of the sandstone
slopes, she has sailed from before the time of the
dinosaurs toward eternity, with the timeless
canyons of the Warrior Mountains lashed firmly
to her stern.

Ship Rock has a great deck nearly 1,000 feet in
length over 100 feet wide. Her bow is a sharp

1
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rising crest which rides high in the waves of the
air, reaching nearly 60 feet above first contact
with her timbered and stony sea. Her stern is
broad, with the great force of Mother Nature
driving her through the mountainous sea...always
leaving the beginnings of Sipsey in her wake.
Her sides, adorned with big flowered trillium,
Virginia bluebells, blue cohosh, and Dutchman’s
breeches, rise some 50 feet to the mountain laurel
and Virginia pine-covered deck.

Ship Rock is a monument in time and a symbol
of persistence. She was created before the age of

the great reptilian dinosaurs, the age of the
gigantic mammals, and the age of the red man
who once inhabited her great forested seas. No
time, force, or age is her master, for God is her
pilot and only He knows her true destiny. As
God spins the eternal swirl of the universe, Ship
Rock holds steady, while dragging the Warrior
Mountains along with the rest of the world.
Where is the huge Ship Rock, Tugboat Rock,
and the Needle’s Eye? These geologic wonders
are woven into the fabric of Lawrence County’s
Warrior Mountains. The magnificent Weaver
left His Needle’s Eye as a guide, for those who
may think they are lost, to the great ship and
little tug.

Now for directions: From the Byler Road, turn
cast on the Northwest Road and go to the dead
end at Thompson Creek Bridge. Take the
wilderness trail, which turns south down the east
side of the beautiful Thompson Creek Canyon.
You will hike about one and a half hours before
you see a large hole in the face of the bluff just
prior to reaching the forks of Thompson and
Hubbard Creeks. You have arrived! ( editors
note: see map on page two. )

s

BUTCH WALKER WITH A GIANT




FIGHTING FOR THE
LAST WILD PLACES !

" Wise in the Ways of the Wilderness, and Strong with the Strength of the Wild " Service

The wild places of the state of Alabama are rapidly
falling to the onslaught of industry, development,
and urbanization. The results are less lands that are
left in the natural state. To hunters, this means less

land to hunt on, to photographers it means less lands

to photograph, to
campers and hikers
it means less of the
great outdoors, to
rare and endangered
plants and animals,
it means extinction
forever.

The Bankhead
National Forest is a
last reservoir of
native wildness in
this part of Ala-
bama. It must be
saved. Saved from
the hands of your
own government.
Every square inch
of our public lands
does not have to be
exploited for its
resources. The re-
source called beauty
is sacrificed for
boards. The tiny
living tribes of mussels that live in the streams
should find a safe haven here in the miles of shaded
canyons of the Bankhead. But they are being exter-
minated. They cannot tolerate sediment buildup en
the stream bottoms.

Already, there are blank stretches of streams that do
not have the mussel beds of history.

T'he USFS has indicted itself by its own words. 1
have dozens upon dozens of quotes and figures where
he USFS states that it is injecting sediment into the
habitat of the endangered mussels. Tons of silt. The
mussel experts and scientists all agree that sediment
legrades this habitat. Yet, the siltation continues to
-un into the streams of Bankhead in violation of
‘ederal law.

The Bankhead Monitor has documents containing
studies from many years ago on the stream bottom
conditions of Rush, Brushy, Capsey, Brown, Owl,
Sipsey, Inman and numerous other Bankhead
streams.

A current study will prove that the habitat of the
mussels has and is continuing to degrade.

This degradation is merely the side effect of the
even-aged management which includes herbicides,
burning, roadbuilding, clearcutting and other
abominable practices carried out on your public
lands.

These practices each and independently cause erosion
and sediment that cannot be stopped from reaching
the streams. The result is destruction of your last
wild places. As a Monitor member, you are fighting
for what belongs to you and to your children.

A true plan of conservation and wise use must be
implemented in order to preserve this piece of planet



carth that has been called down through the corri-
dors of time the Black Warrior Mountains.
We must put an end to the disastrous cumulative
effects that are destroying the forest.
Sometimes the wisest and best management plan for
our forest is to do nothing. Let the forces that God
almighty designed and set in motion do their work
to produce a perfect balance.
Only a few people make their living from this forest.
They can continue to do so under a management
plan for restoration of Bankhead. There are enough
pine plantations that a limited amount of trees could
be cut for 20 years as the ridges are allowed to re-
turn to hardwoods. This way the timber interests,
the ecosystem, and the majority of the public who
want their last wild places left intact will win.
Lamar Marshall

THE ONLY REAL WISE USE GROUP,

PARKS AND PRESERVES ARE FOR THE
BIRDS - GOOD FOR NOTHING. YOUR
CHILDREN COULD GET LOST IN THEM,
GET SUNBURNED, PECKED BY A WILD
CARDINAL, OR WORSE YET - BECOME
A TREE-HUGGER!

OﬁtdnorOmmbus

Quallly Equnpment for Car npung & Cychng

2806 S.Memorial Pkwy,
Huntsville, Al 35801 205/533-4131

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN!

RV Connor, Proprietor

SAVE YOUR FOREST !

Contact:
The Bankhead Monitor
Advertizing Dept.

Pat Wecks (205) 773-6155
1108 Rhodes Street, NW
Hartselle, Al 35640
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JUST SAY NAW

WE, OF NAW, WANT TO SEE THE

| NATIONAL FORESTS OF ALABAMA CUT TO
! THE GROUND, BURNED, POISONED WITH |
HERBICIDES AND DOZED WE NEED MORE

PINE TREE FARMS

| WE WANT TO SEE MORE ASPHALT, LESS

WILDFLOWERS, MORE CONCRETE, LESS
DEER, MORE SMOKESTACKS, LESS

KEEP YOUR CHILDREN OUT OF THE
FORESTS, SAFE AMONG THEIR INNER

j CITY GANG FRIENDS AND HIGH ON DRUGS.

AND REMEMBER. IF SOME NATURE NUT §
APPROACHES YOU ABOUT SAVING MORE |
FORESTS, ---

JUST SAY NAYV

JOIN NAW
" NERDS AGAINST WILDERNESS ™




v, THE WOODED HILLS OF

BANKHEAD FOREST WERE

STREWN WITH THE BONES
OF DEAD MEN. "

In the year of 1757 the wooded hills of the
Bankhead National Forest were strewn with the
bones of dead men. They had been murdered
along the western end of the High Town Path.
They were both red men and white men. They
were traders enroute to the Chickasaw Nation and
they were the Chickasaw men who had gone out to
protect them. They were Choctaw warriors and
French instigators. Now their bones lay scattered
in the leaves al(mgsidc the Ridge Path, or tucked
into some shadowy niche in the rocks.

The towns of the Chickasaw, located mostly in the
upper end of the Tombighee River Valley, were
kept alive only by a thin string of commerce that
crossed the vast wilderness between the coast of
South Carolina and the Tombigbee. The
Chickasaws were surrounded hy a host of enemies
who were determined Lo wipe them out, one and
all. The French and their allics had made war on
them for the better part of a century.

Chicf among their enemies were their more
nuImerous neighbors. the Choctaw. The towns of
the Choctaw Nation were located further south in
western Alabama and castern Mississippi. The
French kept the Choctaw well supplied with guns
and ammunition by way of the Mississippi River
and Mobile Bay. The Choctaw kept wart parties in
the Chickasaw territory almost constantly. QOften
the French would bring lroquois war parties from
the Great l.akes arca to aid the Choctaws.
Choctaw  strategy ~ Was to intercept British

by Charles Hubbert
munitions on the trade path from Carolina, leaving
the Chickasaw unarmed and vulnerable.

The Chickasaw were fierce warriors, but the
constant attacks sapped their strength and placed
them under great siress. The loss of their best and
strongest young men in the fighting left them
severely weakened in numbers. As the years wore
on and their numbers dropped, they became
increasingly dependant upon the British for
weapons and munitions. The supplies reached
themn by way of a system of trails through the
wilderness from Charleston.

The situation can best be described in the words of
ten Chickasaw headmen who wrote a letter to the
Governor of South Carolina on April 5, 1756, "We
will never give up this land but with the loss of
our lives. We look upon your enemics as ours and
your friends as our fricnds.The day shall never
come while sun shines and water runs that we will
join any other nation but the English. We hope
you will give us a supply of powder and bullets
and guns to enable us to outlive our enemies, and
to revive a dying friend. We have had four armies
against us this winter. We have lost many
warriors and had our wives and our children
carried off alive. Our towns have been set on fire
in the night and burnt down, many of our houses
and blankets destroyed. We were attacked at our
hunting camp where we lost several of our
warriors, women and children so that we were
oblidged to leave our hunting camps and return to
our nation. Pray send all our friends that live
among you to our nation for they would be of
great service to us for we are now reduced to 80
small a number we can hardly spare men to guard
our traders to and from our nation."

Food grew scarce, but guns and ammunition were
critical to the survival of the Chickasaw.
Sometimes the supplies were not successful at

]
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running the gauntlet of Choctaw and French war
parties. On May 25, 1757 trader Danial Pepper
wrote, "We fear that the Chickasaw traders are cut
off by the enemy as they have been expected for
this month past with their horses and not yet
arrived, nor any account of them." On June 12,
1757 trader John Buckles reported "Two
Chickersaws were killed by a party of Choctaws on
the trade path." And in September, "three
hundred French men come here with their Indians.
The said army camped within a mile of the town
all night, and next morning they went off on the
paths that leads between the Coosaws and the
Chickersaws."

e e e e ——
"....the Chickasaw, along with the
Choctaw, the Creek, the Cherokee and
the Iroquois were torn away from the
graves of their Grandfathers, and sent
along the gloomy Trail of Tears..."

The Chickasaws sent out warriors to meet the
traders and protect them for the last hundred miles

or so of their journey. On September 19, 1757
Buckles "got thirty Chickersaws to go out in order |

to meet the traders and guard them safely here.
About eighty miles out from this nation they met
about fifty Chocktaws, who had lain on the path
wateing for a prey. The two parties engaged and
had a smart battle. The Chickersaws put them to
the run, killed four of them, and wounded several
others, but not without the loss of six men killed
on the spot and several others desparately
wounded."

There has never been braver warriors or fiercer
fighters than the Chickasaws.  The British
Colonics, and later the young American nation,
never had more unwaveringly loyal friends than
the Chickasaw. But in the end it won them
nothing. Eventually, the Chickasaw, along with
the Choctaw, the Creck, the Cherokee and the
Iroquois were torn away from the graves of their
Grandfathers, and sent along that gloomy Trail of
Tears to Oklahoma. They are still there today.

But in June of 1993 representatives of the
Chickasaw Nation returned to Alabama to check
on the graves of Grandfathers buried near the
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Tennessee River. We were able to be assistance to
them in that matter. And so, for a moment, we
have their ear. This is what 1T would like to say.

In the Bankhead National Forest are trees whose
roots have been nourished by the blood of your
Grandfathers, by the bones of men who died
fighting for their families and their homes. There
is a battle going on in the Bankhead Forest today.
The battle is being fought to protect those trees
and those graves. 1 wonder if the Chickasaw
Nation would help guard the Ridge Path again?

CULTURAL
HERITAGE

BY LEAVING ARCHAEOLOGICAL
HISTORICAL REMAINS UNDISTURBED

REMOVAL OF ARTIFACTS

UAS
PROHIBITED BY LAW oz
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ARTRAM TRAYL DAMAGED

he nationally famous William Bartram Trail in the
uskegee National Forest has been damaged by a
ogging operation. What? No buffer zone?

lhis is standard operating procedure for the National
Forests in Alabama.

A prime example is the ringing of the Sipsey Wilder-
\ess in Bankhead with cuts right up to the line. The
most recent violation of ethics is the "soon to be"
scalp job on the rim of Parker Canyon. Although the
seedtree clearcut is not in the Wilderness, it will
degrade the Wilderness with visual ugliness and
violate the Endangered Species Act with silt that is
going to go into Parker Canyon and on into
Hubbard/Sipsey, the home of federally protected
endangered mussels.
The US Forest Service is about to go to court to
decide if the agency is in violation of laws.

BEAR SKINNED OUT IN BANKHEAD
Yep. that’s right. No mistake, The beautiful Bear
Creek has been clearcut from FS Road 203 nearly a
mile around the mountainside on its east bank. The
clearcut runs slap up to the roadside. This scenic
clearcut is about a mile north of the FS 203 junction
with FS 213. A big new clearcut also has been made
on the west side of the stream also. The history of
visual guality in the Bankhead is a blemish on the
entire south 25% of Lawrence County, within which
is the Bankhead. New clearcuts include the very
north slope of the mountains overlooking Mt. Hope.
Landersville and the Moulton Valley. More are
scheduled for every year.

MONITOR MEMBER JOINS WATERSHED
PROJECT

Flint Creek originates in the Bankhead Forest on the
north slopes of the High Town Path and flows into
the Tennessee River at Wheeler National Wildlife
Refuge. Although, the stream is Very unpolluted as
it passes out of the forest, it is heavily polluted as it
winds through the farmlands. OQur group is learning
{o take water samples in order to get bottles of the
liquid mud that comes off every new seedtree clear-
cut in Bankhead and runs into the streams. We
intend to have hard evidence of sediment pollution
as well as US Forest Service records and estimates of
sediment discharged into the bottoms of Brushy,
Capsey. Brown, Rush, Inman, Sipsey, Borden, Flan-
nigan, and numMerous other creeks. The muddy water

with the suspended solids is called turbidity. We
have also installed sediment columns in the stream
bottoms below the latest and greatest clearcuts.
What a coincidence that one of our legal councilors
name is Mudd. Come on rains.

Which brings me to the news flash that I almost
forgot.wmeesees

MONITOR FILES NOTICE OF SUIT!

For almost two years now we have been asking the
USFS to obey the law. They refused. Now we must
ask a federal judge to order them to obey the law.
We are suing them for violations of the Endangered
Species Act, the Wilderness Act, the National Histor-
ical Protection Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
the National Environmental Policy Act, the Multiple
Use Act and perhaps a dozen more. Stay tuned for
the LITIGATION WARS.

FORESTRY EXH IBIT AT FREE STATE OF

WINSTON - MONITOR EDITOR INSULTED.
The Free State of Winston is an annual event that
thousands of people visit. The Monitor had their
exhibit set up. The editor, Lamar Marshall and Dar-
ryl Patton, herb doctor from Lookout Mountain
wanted to visit the forestry exhibit at the American
Legion hall in Double Springs. " 1 spend much of my
time reading the latest college textbooks on silvicult-
ure, dendrology and forestry. said Marshall. " Why?
Because 1 come from a long line of loggers: I’'m from
a long line of mountain people. The sound of a fine
tuned chainsaw is like music in my ears.”
Marshall and Patton went from exhibit to exhibit
until verbally attacked by a retired forester named
Gordon White, who loudly accused Marshall of pub-
lishing lies. Patton and Marshall decided that the
forestry exhibit wasn’t really open to everybody and
left.
Next, White, who evidently doesn’t believe in the
right of free speech and equal time, wrote letters to
an educational center where both his and
Marshall’s group was scheduled to speak to a forest-
Ty workshop. He asked the directors to kick the

Monitor off of the agcnda.
" That was not nice'" , Marshall said. " We believe in

the right for all sides to present their beliefs. That is
what makes our democracy work. If the public only
gets the dictates of one party of man, then we run
the risk of falling into & dictatorship. I believe that
everbody saw through the thin film of "Whitewash".
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TURTLE CLAN DRUMS IN KINLOCK
CATHEDRAL

The Council of the Inner Circle of 12 met in the
ancient center of the forest to officially launch the
next stage of the War For the Bankhead. Ray
Vaughan, one of four attorneys employed to repre-
sent the people of Alabama in defending their public
lands attended.
Is the Bankhead Monitor militant? Only in the sense
that a fight is brewing. The weapons? Only the letter
of the law, The enemy? The governmental polic
that is killing the ccosystem of the Black Warrjor
Mountains,

K s TIMBER
Federal Judge Robert Parker has preliminarily en-
Joined the Forest Service from further even-aged
timber sales in the four national forests in Texas,
because of Forest Service violations of the National
Forest Management Act’s requirements as to bio-
diversily and c]earculting, seedtree, and shelterwood
logging.
This is the first such ruling since €nactment of the
National Forest Management Act in 1976.
Judge Parker found that the Forest Service pre-
scribes ¢ven-age management in more than 90 % of
its sales, making even-age the rule, in violation of
NFMA direction to make it the exception,
Judge Parker found that NFM A requirements are
ot merely procedural, a5 the Dept. of Justice argued
on behalf of the Forest Service, but are also substan-
tive, particularly in Seet. 6(g)(3)(F)(v), insuring that
tven-age practices are carried out " only in a manner
consistent with the Protection of sojl, watershed,
fish, wildlife, and aesthetije resources, and the regen-
eration of the timber resources." -
This decision wil certainly have an impact on the
disastrous management of Alabama’s national forests
which are managed under one system - even-aged
Mmanagement ( clcarcutting and variants )

DESOTO NATIONAL FOREST UNDER SIEGE
IN MISSISSIPP],

The oldest wildlife area in Mississippi’s DeSoto Na-
tional Forest could be taken oyer by the National
Guard Camp Shelby and converted into tank trajp-
ing grounds. This refuge contains 41,000 acres of
diverse, Naturally regenerated second-growth forests,
Protected species of plants and animals, highly erod-
ible soils and numerous streams,
This Unnecessary military eXpansion would cleareyt
22,000 acres of forests which Just happen to be close
to paper mill. Contact Lt.Colonel Walyer Denton,
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(retired), PO Box

wleading the
Ay and i eading

gentleman knows the mx\xt
fight 1o save the widhfe f@h\gt\“

FOREST SERVICE SENDS MONEY TO THE
BANKHEAD

After decades of nothing for the Northern Bankhead.
the Forest Service is attempting to funnel money
into projects to pacify the people of Lawrence
County and surrounding areas.
This comes after residents calling on their congress-
men for a congressional investigation of FS actjyi-
ties, the Indian Tomb Hollow fiasco, and now a
lawsuit over the destructive practices carried out by
the Forest Service.
Close to a million dollars is included in the 1994
Interior Appropriations Bil| coming to build horse
trails and a four mile trail in the Sipsey Wilderness.
According to a report in the Moulton Advertizer by
Steve Oden, $979,000 was asked for by Congrcssman
Tom Bevill in a Package that also included $7 mil-
lion dollars for Little River Canyon Preserve in NE
Alabama,
" These funds will be used primarily in Lawrence
County to construct hew trails for horseback riding
and hiking, and to rehabilitate existing trails. Part of
the funding will alse be used for roadwork," said
Bevill. " There has been a tremendous demand for
trail use in the Bankhead," he added. " The new and
improved trails should enhance public enjoyment of
the national forest."
Congressman Bevill was contacted by Greg Preston,
the Monitor Special Projects Commityee head, recent-
ly requesting help in protecting the corridor of the
proposed Warrior Mountains Trail. This trail would
fun east west across the Bankhead, Congressman
Bevill informed the Monitor that he would bring the
Proposal before the Forest Supervisor John Yancy.
However, he said, " The final decision would be left
up to the experts in the Forest Service,"
When the traj] Proposal was brought before Yancy,
he said that the issue was too large for him to act
upon. We should submit a proposal to the amending
pProceedings of the Forest Plan of Alabama which
will begin this summer.,
The Multiple Use Act States that unique or potential
recreational areas muyst be protected until the time of
development or dcsignation, but the Forest Service
refuses to pProtect the Warrjor Mountains Traj] corri-
dor because jt wants to cut out the timber, thereby
ruining the scenic canyons along the trajl for decades
and it’s ecosystem for centurjes,
The real issues of the concerned residents of North,
Alabama are not going to be resolved by a few miles
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ATION WIDE FIGHT TO SAVE THE FORESTS

national forests of Alabama are not the only
ingered forests in the US. This summer, the

itor team went to Kentucky to see what was
>ening in other national forests. The Seventh

ual Pow Wow was held in Daniel Boone

onal Forest. Hundreds of forest fighters from

56 the country attended. There was little leisure
as the 3 days was jam-packed with classes on
ything form bio-diversity to the legality of clear-
ng. It was sponsored by Heartwood this year. It
begun by the Forest Reform Network from

18 of whom Ned Fritz is the coordinator. Also

> in force was Save America’s Forests and dozens
her grass-roots groups just like you.

learcuts
ll

Experts estimate that U.S. Forest Service
clearcutting kills nearly
14 million silamanders a vear
in Western North Carolina

'estern North Carolina Alliance
POW WOW TEE SHIRT

ABUN COUNTY COALITION TO SAVE THE
FORESTS HALTS LOGGING IN GEORGIA

. Press 4/9/93

Alexander, who heads up this citizens group in
hattahoochie National Forest, obtained a court
- which maintains that the US Forest Service
lly sold and clear-cut trees on national forest
 in Georgia without conducting " proper envi-
ental procedures.” The order may stop logging
e area for six months to a year and could force
'S to " always complete" environmental assess-
s before logging.

LAWSUIT FILED IN TE

The F orest Sf:rvicc is being sued in Tennessee oy
alleged violations of the National Forest Manage.
ment Act of 1976 by allowing roadbuilding and
clearcutting that would degrade 62% of the fores
aesthetic resources; altering habitat of area flora
fauna, despite an NFMA charge to protect bio-di
sity; adversely affecting the areas recreational val
and providing below-cost timber sales in contrast
with the limited below-cost sales intended by the

NNESSEE AGAINST ys

BANKHEAD ALMOST GETS BLACK BEAR
A black bear captured in Birmingham was first
reported to be released in the Bankhead Forest b
instead, Wildlife officials have decided to ship the
Bear to Tennessee. The black bear were once num
ous in Bankhead until killed off by encroaching
settlers who loved bear meat and used the lard sir
larly as one would a hog.

RAINBOW FAMILY VISITS BANKHEAD
A scouting party for the Rainbow Family held a
spring scouting campout in order to find a place fi
the National Gathering which could muster 20,00
from all across the nation.
Instead, the Gathering was held in Talladega Nati
al Forest with only about a quarter of the usual
number attending. One reason given was the fear
inhospitality by rural southerners.
The question of environmental impact was a conc:
in Bankhead. Twenty thousand or even five
thousand from any group, even a sunday school
class, could result in crushing rare plants.
There are some very good national forest arcas acy
the nation that have several square miles of open
land that will better serve such an event.

ALABAMA’S GREATEST FORESTER?
Alabama is blessed with a man who realizes that t
majority of peoples of Alabama want their public
lands managed differently today than in the past.
His name is John Yancy. He is the epitome of a
southern gentleman. He is diplomatic, intelligent a
progressive in the sense of future trends.
Recently, he made a speech at Auburn University
The following is the abstract taken from a pamphl
announcing the program:

" Public Forestry is being challenged by individual
who believe foresters are placing too much empha
on "Caring for the land" and not much value on
"Serving the people".

Special interest groups are actively recruiting local
and national community leaders with excellent pul
lic relations skills to challenge foresters on their
stewardship of public forests. Many of these



lividuals are expert in using emotions to gain

blic support. Public foresters are finding it

fficult to win many head-on debates because of the
nflicting nature of the resources we manage--
screation vs. Timber; Range vs. Water; Timber vs.
ilderness; etc. Public foresters are also handi-
pped by being too slow to realize that good science
d maximizing dollars is no longer what our public
ants from their public lands.

re Forestry profession can move forward; but we
ust develop new philosophies and methods of man-
rement. Because all things are always changing,

e profession cannot remain the same and still
ovide proper stewardship of public forest lands."

HE MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY ACT

he history of the decline of the songbird popula-
ons in our are must not omit the history of USFS
.anagement practices in the Bankhead National
orest. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act states that it
1all be unlawful at any time, by any means, or in
ny manner, to..kill...any migratory bird, any part,
est, or egg of any such bird. 16 USC 703

he common practice in the Bankhead has been to
pray poisonous hexazinone from a sprayer that
overs the land like a fire truck hose with a finer
tream. This indiscriminately saturates all forms of
ildlife in the area. Baby birds and eggs cannot get
way. This poisoning is carried on in the nesting
cason of birds,

‘he Audubon Society has been contacted in order to
ut monitoring surveillance personnel in the field be-
ind USFS spraying operations. Injured wildlife and
esting birds will be filmed and documented in order
o seek litigation against any offender.

‘his practice has been and is illegal. Until recently,
he Forest Service has not had the public eye focused
n its every move in the Bankhead and the other
ational forests of Alabama.

VANTED ! INFORMATION ON VIOLATIONS.

"he Bankhead Monitor is seeking information on the
ollowing:

ividence of Forest Service destruction of archaeolog-
cal or historical sites by any form of activity.

Chis includes clearcutting bluff shelters where
ndians may have lived.

Jvidence of any other violations of any kind that
nay be useful in a federal lawsuit.

he names of any persons with information will be
ield in strict confidence. Also, anonymous tips that
ve can investigate ourselves will be helpful.
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BLACK CAT FILMED IN BANKHEAD VICINITY

A Dlack cat of very large proportions was videotaped
in the vicinity of the Bankhead National Forest.
While state wildlife officials deny the existence of
such a beast, five individuals including the editor of
the Bankhead Monitor saw it personally.

A local family first spotted the black cat with a long
black tail in the edge of a pasture. The entire family
watched it. Several days later it returned. This time
the wife grabbed the video camera and began
videoing as she walked across the 130 yards toward
the leopard(?). The video is several minutes long.

A month later, the editor of the Monitor viewed the
video. There was no doubt that whatever was in the
photo was not canine as it has a slim, black tail
three feet long and probably weighed 80 to 100
pounds. It was absolutely not a housccat.

As the editor and Greg Preston were heading for the
Forest anyway, they decided to visit the site and
just look around for tracks or sign. They parked by a
building and while Marshall loaded his camera, Greg
and a friend walked up onto a porch. They excitedly
called to Marshall that they saw it. The editor load-
ed his camera and walked toward the field.

Sure enough, there, just over a hundred yards was a
black panther/leapard(?). It was stalking around the
edge of a field. It was large. Not a coyote. Not a
housecat. But an animal that one would expect to
see in a zoo. " I stalked across the field trying to get
that proving-to-the-world shot. But it was not meant
to happen. The grass was higher now than the
month before when the first video was made. The
cat would move a few yards and crouch down in the
grass. Eighty yards; fifty yards; thirty yards and the
cat was looking straight at me. Suddenly, he turned
and in one one leapardly leap, gracefully vanished
into the swamp." Marshall said. " I have been on the
trail of native animals.for twenty five years; had a
lot of experience with bobcats up to thirty five
pounds, but never seen anything like this," he said.
It is possible the animal is an escaped pet, or zoo
animal. It is also possible that a pair of such animals
are breeding and populating the woods with a new
predator.

The video was viewed by Ron Eakes and Randal
Blocker of the Ala. Dept. of Conservation. At the
time Eakes stated that the cat weighed over a hun-
dred pounds and was probably a leapord. When the
Decatur Daily did an article later, he stated that it
could be a housecat.

You have to watch that professional image, you
know.
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Tlm USFS 18 pmcu'cing medicine without a license. Euthanasia h

n the wmedieval practice of silviculture in the Bankhead. The older generation of hardwood tre
re growing on pine sites and hardwood genocide is the daily prescription. One hundred year ol
ees that would live to 400 years are being cut down in the prime of life in the name of the
ficial Land and Resource Management Plan that was designed to turn your Alabama Nationa
orests into Federal Tree Farms. To make room for the new genetically superior test tube

nnatural pine trees, the old folks must be done away with. May swarms of pine beetles crawl i
1eir ears.
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REAT OAK TRAIL MARKER TREE ON
OUR PATH INTO PARKER CANYON.
NOW YOU MUST SUFFER DEATH BY

INJECTION AT THE HAND OF THE
FOREST KILLERS!
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MUSSELS !
The Bankhead Forest is home
to several rare and endangered
mussels. Shown across page is
the Orange-nacre mucket and the
Dark pigtoe. Above is Butch
Walker - Aquatic Biologist and
Mel Warren of the US Forest
Service. The Forest Service is
studying the mussels. We met

J GRAYSON ) - / their team on Rush Creek.
\\
( > Y ° , NORTHERN BANKHEAD
; ( -\ Approx. 150,000 acres
' ‘ r~ Approx. 247 sq. miles
278 Approx. 400 miles of canyons

See USFS map for details.
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THE PEOPLE SPEAK

LETTERS FROM THOSE OF WHOM THE FOREST SERVICE IS SUPPOSED TO SERVE

A LESSON FROM THE GERMANS
Bankhead Monitor,
I am writing to you because of my recent visit to
Bankhead. I'm very concerned over the clearcut-
ting issue and the very poor management by the
forestry service.
I would like to start by going back to my youth
and what the Bankhead forest has meant to me.
My Grandfather (Travis Armstrong) and many of
my aunts, uncles, and cousins lived in both
Lawrence and Winston Counties of Bankhead. 1
resided most of my life in Moulton, down in the
valley. I remember driving through Bankhead in
my father’s (Hollis Armstrong) ’56 Ford and
lying in the back windows watching the moon
following me. It felt as though the moon had
chosen me and me only to follow. I've always
felt an almost sacred feeling, a pull toward
Bankhead. It was like ancestors of many years
past were calling me to this place...for what I
never knew. My Grandfather, as many will
agree, was one of the best woodsman and hunters
that ever roamed the hills and hollows of
Bankhead. He seemed to know ever tree in the
forest and could walk 10 to 20 miles a day hunt-
ing with little to no effort. He taught me many
things about the forest but most important he
taught me to
respect the forest and its past, present and
future.
I left Alabama in 1985 when I joined the U.S.
Army and was stationed in Ft. Hood, Texas for
18 months. I longed to see a tree that one could
walk under. I took it for granted for all those
years that trees would always be there. Now I
was in an area were the trees were no more than
bushes that get 20 ft. in height--Ha! HA!
I was then sent to Muenster, West Germany. It
was a small spot in the middle of a patch of
woods. Many people and I always thought of
Germans as a bunch of Nazis who wanted
communism spread across the world. Well, West
Germany has been democratic for decades and
their lives are very much the same as ours.
Many of the European countries are very similar
to our own in many ways.

I married a German lady in 1991 and have
learned much from her and her family. Her
views on the land, nature, and the preservation
of the land is much more present there than that
of many Americans. Germans saw in the begin-
ning of their democracy after WWII that if they
didn't start making laws restricting certain
growth, that their cultures as they knew them
would be gone within 50 to 100 years as history
dictates.

When I first arrived in Germany I didn’t under-
stand how people could live in a country that
was 8o restrictive. 1 was used to the freedom of
North Alabama that I was raised in. After
meeting my wife (Elli) and her family I began to
understand. With the land mass the size of
Oregon and 10 times as many people they have
to be restrictive in order to preserve the many
cultures in such a small area. For instance...the
land is zoned for housing, agriculture, industry,
wildlife and game areas. My father-in-law owns
several tracts of land on hillsides and one plot in
their village. His home is built in the village
because he couldn’t build one on the hillside
land. Why? you may ask. Well, because this
area is known for its sheep, cheese, and wine and
building a house on the side of the hill would
take away from the culture that has been there
for centuries. So he puts his sheep on the hill.
Its wasn’t hard for him to do this because thats
the way it has always been.

As I traveled through Switzerland, France,
Spain, Germany, and Austria one thing that
amazed me was that in 80% of the places I visit-
ed it seemed as though I was going back in
time. In many instances the only signs of
modernization was electricity and automobiles.
Much of the way of life is in the way it was
hundreds of years ago.

It is not my suggestion for us to restrict every-
one from their freedoms, but to think before we
act. In Germany the forestry service provides
natural resources without destroying nature,
Their main concern is preserving the resources
not for another 20 years, but forever. Only
certain trees are cut and many trees are being
planted. I never actually saw cut sights because



they are non-existent. They extract trees from
the forest, but only a few in each area. They
never clearcut.

I challenge Alabamians to look at what they
have and examine what’s going to be there for
their grandchildren. Don’t sit in your homes
watching cable T.V. Don’t educate your children
only in computer technology, but in your home-
land, your culture, your heritage. If we don’t
start now our children won’t know to start later.
Even though I now reside in North Carolina I’'m
still very concerned about my homeland,
Bankhead. I want to be able to bring my chil-
dren back o God’s country as I once knew it.

- Please take a look at who you are, who you
were, and who you are going to be. Get
emotional and respond. I know it seems we
don’t have any say-so in our government now-a-
days, but its only because we choose not to
speak-out.

Thank you,

Hollis D. Armstrong

GIVE BANKHEAD BACK TO THE INDIANS
May 24, 1993
Dear Mr. Marshall, I am writing regarding the
destroying of the Bankhead Forest. I think it is
time for America to admit their true mistakes.
Christopher Columbus did not discover America.
The Indians were already here. The white man
hurt the Indians more than enough. When they
ran them off and kept only one promise and that
was to take their land. But it seems they can’t
let bad enough alone. Now, they want to de-
stroy their Heritage. To destroy their heritage is
the last thing the white man can do to them.
I feel , if anyone owes anybody anything. They
owe it to the Indians. I am not a prejudiced
person. But I feel certain nationalities can get
anything they want from the government. But,
what do the Indians get? Nothing. And they
ask for nothing. Except to be left alone. Certain
nationalities should be glad they were brought to
America. I'm sure they wouldn’t want to trade
places with their brothers, not knowing from
where and when the next meal was coming. 1
believe if the Government owns most of the
Bankhead land, instead of selling it cheap, they
ought to give it back to the Indians. That is the
only right thing to do.
Judy Williams - Sanchez

ALABAMIANS MUST FIGHT FOR THE CLEAN
ENVIRONMENT THAT THEY REMEMBER
excerpt from The Birmingham News 6/10/93
editorial by Pat Byington
In Alabama we are slowly losing our natural
beauty through pollution, poor planning, and
thoughtlessness. More and more, as I travel
across the state for the Alabama Conservancy, I
meet everyday people with stories of personal
loss and downright despair concerning Alabama’s
vanishing natural heritage. Their stories always
begin with the simple statement, " I remember
when..." Stories such as: " I remember when we
had more than 20 shellfish beds in Mobile Bay.
Today most, if not all, are gone." " I remember
when the Cahaba River was filled with magnifi-
cent stands of Cahaba lilies, unlike the secluded
patches of lilies today." "I remember when my
church could baptize in that creek, but today we
cannot because the water pollution burns our
skin."
"I remember when a forest was a forest, not a
tree farm."
Challenged by these memories, all citizens of
Alabama should fight for their right to a clean
and healthy environment. The prescription to
Alabama’s environmental woes is obvious. We
need innovative programs, enforcement of cur-
rent laws, education and the political and moral
courage to defend and protect our environment,
If we fail to meet these upcoming challenges and
to provide a vision for Alabama’s natural heri-
tage, we will only leave a hollow, sterile shell and
remnants of what was once Alabama the
beautiful.
Pat Byington, executive director of The Alabama
Conservancy.

THANKS TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED TO
THE SAVE THE BANKHEAD FUND!

Many thanks to each and every one of you that
have given to the Save The Bankhead Fund.
I ought to write individual letters of each of you
but we need every penny to go for litigation and
every minute of time to go toward preparing the
case. This involves field work to collect evidence
and research. We will also have to go the District
Headquarters and go through about 10 years of
public records of silvicultural prescriptions.
We have a registry for the Turtle Clan and your
names are in it. The necklaces are almost com-
plete and will be mailed shortly.
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I am running behind on the Eco-Warrior cards
but if you have subscribed in this category, you
are in the Registry of Eco-Warriors and I will
get you card to you soon.

Also, we have the first three issues of the
Bankhead on the slate. All of you who have
ordered these issues will get them.

We are looking at an office building and full time
employment for the Bankhead Monitor. We have
dedicated people who intend to fight for our
forests for the rest of their lives.

You, who are standing up for your forests will go
down in history as some of the last twentieth
century warriors fighting for the last wild places.
Thank you for your support.

Lamar Marshall
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3 YEAR OLD TREE!
36" DIA. TREE GROWN IN ONLY 3 YEARS
WITH OUR AMAZING NEW GENETICALLY
SUPERIOR SEEDLINGS. IMAGINE
ROTATIONS OF ONLY 3 YEARS.

Warrior:

By Lamar Marshall - The Bankhead Monitor

ECOWARRIOR

Presented in recognition of significant
support in the crusade to protect the
old-growth, the beauty and integrity
of Bankhead National Forest from the
ravages of clearcutting, poisons,
and convemsion by the Forest Killers.

—

THIS TREE WAS ONLY 3 YEARS OLD WHEN
CUT. HOW CAN THIS BE? WITH OUR NEW
GENETICALLY SUPERIOR TULIP PINE

SEEDLINGS YOU CAN PRODUCE YOUR OWN

OLD-GROWTH FOREST ON YOUR OWN LAND

IN A MATTER OF MONTHS., PURCHASE 5
THOUSAND OF THESE TEST TUBE BABIES
AND WE'LL THROW IN A PAIR OF OREGON
N.W. SPOTTED OWLS!

contact: Alabama Farcetree Supply

DON'T SETTLE FOR A MERE 36"
DIA. TULIP PINE IN 3 YEARS
WHEN YOU CAN GROW A 72" DIA.
TREE IN 3 YEARS OR A 36" DIA.
TREE IN ONLY 18 MONTHS WITH:

UR 0
EW
0-HORMONE
ER

Contact:
ALABAMA FARCETREE SUPPLY




Saladmaster

THE ULTIMATE SURGICAL STAINLESS STEEL COOKWARE

Discover elegance plus versatility in beautiful surgical steel.
The world's best precision cookware cooks to perfection
everything you love to serve your family. The Saladmaster

cooking system delivers the most flavor at the_lowest food cost
in the shortest cooking time. Most remarkably, these benefits
are achieved without the need for added fats, sugar, or sodium.

Fruits and vegetables retain their natural taste and color, thus

their maximum health promoting nutrients, because you need

no water and only the lowest possible heat. Saladmaster bakes,

roasts, and fries meats without added grease and even removes
excess fat in the cooking process! The Saladmaster system
is absolutely the healthiest possible way to prepare foods.

Saladmaster, an American tradition
for family health and happiness

For a free demonstration
please call
Charlie or "Bob" Maples
1-800-441-0194
E R S
(Mention this ad if you purchase a Saladmaster set

and $50 will be donated in your name to the
Bankhead Monitor Forest Defense Fund .)

Save our Wildlands and Wildlife!
Convert National Forests to National Parks!
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LOGGING -

A PROUD

TRADITION OF BANKEAD
COUNTRY.

THE BANKHEAD MONITOR SALUTES THE INDEPENDENT LOGGERS AND SMALL BUSINESSMEN

If there is one fiercely independent kind of woods-
man left in the south today, it is the family and
small time logger who cuts timber for a living.

I, mysclf, come from a long line of logging people.
My grandaddy used to tell me how he and his broth-
ers and daddy went into the woods each day to cut
timber. Of course, in those days, mules were still
used.

Much of what I know about the woods and the
Bankhead country I learned from foresters and
loggers. When I was a teenager, there was a cutter I
knew who would saw with one hand holding his
chainsaw while he smoked a cigarette with the other.
Not a practice that I recommend but he was a
master at laying trees just where he wanted them.
His mind could calculate the wind, the heavy side of
the tree canopy, and the lean all at one time and
drop the tree in a narrow space between other trees
80 it wouldn’t hang up.

When I moved into the woods and lived without
electricity for 5 years, I burned only wood for heat.
In fact, I had no other heat source for 9 years
straight. I learned many valuable lessons from
loggers. They taught me what kind of saw to buy,
how to keep the chain sharp, and how not to cut my
leg off.

I watched them work and soon realized that the
work of a logger was men’s work. Heavy, hard, dirty
and sweaty in the July and August ovens of
Alabama woods. There were bugs and breakdowns
and weeks at a time when the woods were too wet to
work. I envied their freedom but not the hard work.

Today, many free lance loggers own their own
machines. They are expensive to buy and to main-
tain. The skidder that puts food on the family table
and gas in the car is a necessity of life. It is as vital
to him as the truck is to a trucker that brings gro-
ceries to your local store.

Loggers make their living in the Bankhead forest by
purchasing tracts of timber that the US Forest Ser
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vice has sold to them. With 60,000 acres of pines on
the ridges of the Bankhead, the present generation of
loggers can cut them out in the coming years as the
Bankhead Forest is restored to its native condition
and will allow the forest to return to its former
domination by hardwoods.

SOME THINGS I LEARNED FROM LOGGERS.
Chainsaws are dangerous. I know of several people
killed by carelessness. One man in Birmingham
bought a chainsaw and let it kick up and strike his
jugular vein. He is no longer in the world of the
living,

Another incident was the death of a teenage boy’s
little brother whom he didn’t know had walked close
behind him. The youngster bled to death from a cut
vein in his leg.

Experienced loggers know how to stay alive in a
dangerous business. You can begin to learn chainsaw
safety from a good timber cutter.

MY FIRST LOAD OF FIREWOOD
When I first got married and moved to a farm in the
country, I installed an Ashley wood heater. Coming
home from work one day I spied a huge truckload of
2 foot long seasoned logs that someone had dumped
beside the road. Some were 3 fect thick in diameter.
I got my truck and drove back, I had to roll the
heavy logs up a ramp to load. It took several hours
to get the wood back to my yard.
I proudly got my " bustin " maul out and bore down
on the first section. It didn't split. In fact, the maul
bounced off. I tried again and again. I noticed the
elderly Mr. Cox from next door walking up. He was
a logger from way back. He laughed from ten feet
away. " Son, you ain’t never gonna bust that
sweetgum." I learned about splitting sweetgum. It
doesn’t.

THE DULL SAW
Another valuable lesson I learned was not to let your
running saw get into the dirt. I always heard that a



little dirt wouldn’t hurt anything. The same blade
that would slice through a tree like hot butter one
minute stopped cutting and began to smoke from
overheating. My saw was whining away when two
cutters working across my field came over. They
could tell by the sound that the saw was dull. They
proceeded to teach me how to sharpen the teeth with
a rattail file. Of course, when they did it it worked
like a charm. When I tried it, I got one side filed
different from the other and the saw wouldn’t saw
straight. Many hours of practice are required to learn
this skill.

SAGA OF THE SEED TICKS
Then there was the time that I got mixed up in a
dense thicket of laurel on a Bankhead bluff. To make
matters worse, the car got lost. I made it out of the
forest at last light.
I was so tired that I fell asleep without a bath.
When I woke up the next morning, I was greeted
with over 200 large welps from my ankles up. The
worst itching I had ever experienced began. As I
have had intimate relationships with poison ivy and
oak, chiggers, and large ticks, I couldn’t figure out
what this curse was.
I went to the doctor. He didn’t know. The nurse
guessed fire ants. I think I would have known if I'd
been bitten 200 times by fire ants.
I stopped by my neighbors house on the way home.
He was a pulpwood cutter by trade. I showed him
my legs and he said " Seed ticks. My hunting buddy
gets em every time we fall hunt the Bankhead."

WANTED!
Are you a lover of Pearly
Whites
That glow like stars on moonless
nights ?
Now you can own a perfect smile;
Just visit Borden’s for a while.

" For A Beautiful Smile "
Call

BORDEN'’S FAMILY DENTISTRY
MOULTON, AL. (205)-974-4481

" We Keep You Smiling "

State law requires the following statement in all ads:
NO REPRESENTATION IS MADE ABOUT THE QUALITY OF
DENTAL SERVICE TO BE PERFORMED OR THE EXPERTISE
OF THE DENTIST PERFORMING SUCH SERVICE.

FACTORY DIRECT CENTER
HOME OF GREAT

BARGAINS AT THESE

=
-

AUTD

Where Customer Satisfaction Always Comes 1stl
Hwy. 31 North

Hartselle ¢ 773-2132
(Corner of Hwy. 31 North &
g ey Peach rchard)
Since 1981 Myron Thompson, Owner

SPORTS N'MORE
Sporting Goods From Head To Toe

BOOKS UNLIMITED

Tons of Books at Low Prices

CASUALMALEBIG & TALL
Sizes Up To 60

BARGAIN BOUTIQUE
New York Fashions & New
England Styles 30% to
70% OFF

ELIZABETH STREET,
BOAZ, ALABAMA

 ———




INDIAN ROOTS

FAMILY HISTORY RUNS BACK TO THE DAYS OF THE RED ONES

Desperately holding his unconscious
brother’s head above the water with one
hand, he fought off the attacking indians,

J.V. Strickland lives at the foot of the Black Warrior
Mountains near Speake community in Lawrence
County. He is the descendant of Indians who were
removed around 1838 at the time of the Trail of
Tears. His family passed down the family history
that he passes along to us, the "Keepers of the
Warrior Mountains". Although, his red ancestors
lived in this area for many centuries, his historical
beginning is in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, where his
great grandpa Strickland married a Cherokee Indian
who had the white name of Betty Nelson. Then they
went to Blanchard Springs in Union County, Arkan-
sas.

The family believes his name was Tom. Betty had
two Indian brothers named Mon (short for Monroe?)
and Hun.

Evidently Betty was born somewhere around 1840
since she had a daughter named Mary born in 1866.
Mary was J.V.’s grandmother on his mothers side.
Betty also had a son named George who was born in
1856. George’s son, James Alonzo, married George’s
sister’s (Mary) daughter, Rosie Tingle. This was a
first cousin marriage and not uncommon in the old
days. These were the parents of J.V. Strickland, who
was born April 6th, 1931,

The migration date of the Strickland family back to
Alabama was before 1858 as Betty Nelson Strickland
bore at least one child, James (Uncle Jimmie) in
Blount County, Alabama. A paper trail shows that
Uncle Jimmie was in DeKalb County in 1895 and
moved to Alabama City with five children where he
worked in a cotton mill,

In 1906 he moved to the Mountain Home community
in Lawrence County. He bought 120 acres for
$480.00.

It was in route back to this state that family tradi-
tions says the family was attacked by Chickasaw
Indians. The family was traveling with several
wagons when they came to a stream. There was a
foot bridge that the women and children could cross
on, but the cattle and wagons had to cross in the
shallow ford.

Somehow, the Stricklands knew that there were
Chickasaws on the opposite side that didn’t seem any
too friendly. They began crossing. The Chicasaws
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attacked them in the creek. Uncle Hun was hit in the
head with a tomahawk and knocked unconscious.
Indians were fighting Indians. Uncle Mon grabbed
his brother by the hair and held his head above water
while he fought off the attackers with the other.
They survived to make their way into Alabama.

BETTY NELSON

J.V. STRICKLAND



FORESTER’S FORUM

TREE TROUBLES: A GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE FOR FORESTERS
by V. Alaric Sample, Vice President for Research, American Forestry Association

( Trilogy Mar./Apr. 92, pp. 90-91)

There is a global climate change affecting forests
and forestry, one that has little to do with the
global warming. Important changes are taking
place at a rapid rate in the social, economic, and
political environment in which forestry
professionals operate.

Jessica Tuchman Mathews, writing in a recent
issue of Foreign Affairs, tells us that
international security will soon be defined as
much by natural resources and environmental
protection issues as by concerns for military and
strategic defense. This prediction is coming true
faster than even Mathews foresaw.

Against this backdrop, many in the forestry
profession continue to rail at "the
enviromentalists" for forcing adjustments in our
livelihoods and communities so that certain plant
or animal species can have a fighting chance to
survive despite another generation of humanity.
but who among us really believes that the
sustained and global changes we see in people’s
values and perceptions are the work of a few
shrewd public-relations experts at the Sierra Club
or the Wilderness Society? Such groups have
merely tapped into a growing shift in society’s
collective consciousness and articulated it in a
number of specific policy issues.

Fundamental concepts of conservation are being
redcfined. Existing concepts of sustained-yield
and multiple-use are regarded as still necessary
but no longer sufficient to protect the full range
of resource values or maintain stable rural
economies. Sustainable development, the
watchword of natural-resource management in
the ’90s, is defined in terms of maximizing
current resource use, but not beyond the point at
which future options will be reduced. Future
generations should have as many options as we
have today. Those include the chance to enjoy
clean air and clean water and to share the earth
with the full diversity of species that have so far
survived human civilization.

Foresters can play a role in this redefinition, but
it will call for a broadening in their perception of

themselves and of the resources they are charged
to manage and protect. The National Rescarch
Council recently assembled a committee of
eminent natural scientists form universities and
other research organizations around the country.
In its report, "Forestry Research: A Mandate for
Change," the committee called for a fundamental
redefinition of forest science. The report’s
central recommendation was to broaden forestry
research from the agricultural model of
improving the production of commodity to one
of gaining a better understanding of the
functioning of healthy forest ecosystems -- what
the report termed an "environmental paradigm."
This term alone, however, was enough to elicit a
negative response from an influential portion of
the forestry profession, which somewhere along
the line seems to have defined anyone or
anything with the word "environmental" in it the
enemy.

If this attitude continues, foresters will see their
role as the nation’s foremost conservationists
continue to erode in the view of the broader
public. The tide of change will wash over the
forestry profession and render it irrelevant. The
fate of the Communist party leaders in eastern
Europe may hold some interesting lessons in this
regard. Those who acknowledged their short-
comings in the face of popular demand for
change still have some role in their nations’
governments. Those who refused to make the
necessary changes find themselves discredited,
dismissed, or worse.

Forests, both public and private, will be looked
to increasingly to serve as the focus of stable,
sustainable economies, in developing countries
but also in rural America. If they are to
measure up to that goal, they must be viewed as
more than just extractive reserves. Forests will
serve an increasing array of public uses and
industries, including but not limited to
subsistence use, watershed protection, habitat for
endangered plant and animal species, protection
of air and water quality, recreation and tourism.
In many regions of developed nations, forests will
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grow in importance as a quality-of-life
component to attract and keep high-quality
labor to service the needs of a wide variety of
advanced industrial manufacturers and services.
Issues such as the concern for biological diversity
and endangered species have potentially greater
impacts on forest management in the U.S. in the
1990s than the wilderness issue had in the 1970s
and '80s. Biological diversity is not a surrogate
for wilderness setasides. Biological diversity
needs and objectives clearly cannot be met by
the existing -- or any conceivable -- system of
wilderness preserves. This fact implies that
substantial changes will be made in the way we
manage forest lands that will never be wilderness
but will have to meet needs for important
ecological and environmental values as well as
our needs for wood products and other extractive
uses.

Foresters would do well to remember their roots.
Dramatic changes in social values and attitudes
about our relationship to the land and its natural
resources a century ago are what gave rise to
American forestry in the first place. If today’s
forestry institutions focus on serving themselves
rather than the public they were created to
serve, they will slide into eclipse and new
institutions will arise to fill the vacuum in
conservation leadership.

The members, board of directors, and staff of the
American Forestry Association have rededicated
themselves to staying in the forefront of
conservation leadership in these changing times.
As the oldest national citizen conservation
organization in the U.S., AFA played a central
role during the late 19th century in ushering in
the first great era of conservation in this
country. The concepts of managing for sustained
yield and protecting the long-term productivity
of soil and water resources were revolutionary
ideas at the time. Before long, they were
accepted as conventional wisdom. Now they are
evolving to the broader concept of sustainable
forest ecosystem management mandated by
global needs and all that a century of forest
science has taught us.

There is work for many hands. Join us.
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Whirlpool Bathtubs

Fast Delivery - Designer Colors
Acrylic - Cultured Marble Fiberglass

* 4-6 HYDRA-BATH HI-FLO JETS
* 1 H.P. 100% DRAIN JACUZZ|® PUMP
* DUPONT® LUCITE XL ACRYLIC
* ALL SIZES & STYLES
* SHIPPED FAST!

$ SAVE $
FACTORY DIRECT

CALL TODAY

DANNY HOLDBROOKS 205/486-7919

Bus. 353-6152
Res. 363-4933

STATE FARM

S
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Sherwood Stewart

Agent

Auto - Life - Fire - Health

1801 Somerville Road S.E., Decatur, Ala. 35601

HUNTING & HIKING SUPPLIES AT

LOW PRICES.
GOVERNORS DRIVE AND 8TH ST.
HUNTSVILLE, AL. PH. (205) 534-5211




Tennessee Valley Audubon Society

/

May 24, 1993

RE: Bankhead National Forest

SUBJ: Proposed spraying and burning

To Whom It May Concern:

The Tennessee Valley Audubon Society wishes to formally protest the use of herbicides
and subsequent burning of 43 lots of land in the Bankhead National Forest proposed by
Mr. James Ramey. We have read the notice of intent to perform such acts and wish to
protest the following:

Any buming and spraying, even manual, select spraying will disturb nesting birds in
that area, which is a violation of the Migratory Birds Act. We would prefer that any
such acts be performed after nesting and fledging of the birds are complete.

We also protest the general management of the forest in those areas. We have been
told by the Forestry Service that there are seedling trees in those areas; if so, then why
not let "nature take its course” and let the areas reforest naturally? The Forestry
Service may have helped in its destruction, but nature is fully capable of returning to
its balanced, natural state without herbicides and burnings.

The Audubon Society is very concerned about the Bankhead National Forest and the
rampant clear cutting of its trees. We do not believe that the Forestry Service should
engage in cutting trees for profit and exportation to foreign countries; our national forests
should not be lumber supermarkets for the rest of the world. They should be for the
enjoyment of Americans who appreciate the beauty of an untouched forest, and any
transience should come about by a natural course, not assisted by chain saws, bulldozers
and Forestry Services concerned with marketable pine lumber.

Sincerely,

e T

/

Beverly Thomas
President, Tennessee Valley Audubon Society
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BORDEN ON HORSES

A lot of exciting things have been happening. The
Heart of Dixie 60 mile endurance race in the
Bankhead May 22nd was super. The day was sunny
with a cool breeze and 23 of the top horses in the
Southeast were competing.

My eleven year old daughter, Sommer and I riding
Arabians set the pace for the day with Debra
Morisette right

by Dr. Charles Borden

seems assured but your help is urgently needed in
the Senate. I urge and plead with you to write
Senators Heflin and Shelby today to urge them to
support congressman Bevills’ bill to fund horse and
hiking trail construction in the Bankhead National
Forest. Immediately contact all of your friends,
relatives, plus saddle, wagon, and hiking clubs to
encourage them

on our heels.
Several other
riders were only
minutes behind.
The last two
miles were com-
pleted at a near
full gallop as
Sommer, Debra
and I raced to
the finish!
Sommer finished
first with me

to write. Mail
Bevill a much
deserved letter
of thanks.

This is the grea-
test opportunity
we have ever
had to develop
a desperately
needed compre-
hensive horse,
wagon, and
hiking trail

second and system. Much
Debra only a thanks to con-
short distance gressman Bevill
behind! for his continu-
Winning riding : \ ing efforts to
time was 4 SANDI, SOMMER, AND DR. BORDEN PREPARE TO RIDE promote tourism
hours 56 and recreation
minutes. in the
Bankhead.

Carmen and Roger Blalock deserve a round of
thanks for their hard work organizing this race on
behalf of the Bankhead Trail Riders Association. All
riders had a great time!

In other good news, the B.T.R.A. has been awarded
a grant of some $40,900 in Symms trail funds. This
money will be used to expand and improve the exist-
ing Owl Creek horse camp plus add another twelve
mile loop to the designated horse trail system.

Great news from congressman Bevill. Bevill has
included nearly a million dollars in a House
appropriations bill to fund horse and hiking trail
construction in the Bankhead! Passage in the House
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UNITED STATES SENATE

Senator Richard Shelby
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(office) (202)224-5744
(FAX) (202)224-3416

Senator Howell Heflin
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20810
(0ffice) (202)224-6606
(FAX) (202)224-3149

U.8. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Congressoan Tom Bevill
2302 Rayburn House Office Building
¥Washington, D.C. 20§1§
(oftice) (202)225-4876
(PAX) (202)225-1604



BANKHEAD TRADING POST

MAPS & BOOKS # POSTERS # VIDEOS # PHOTOGRAPHY

COLLECTORS EDITIONS
OF THE BANKHEAD MONITOR

THE SHOT HEARD ROUND THE STATE -

ISSUE Neo. 1 Fall 91
(PHOTOCOPY, AS WAS THE ORIGINA

¢ Alsbaina Chainsaw Massacre - Indian Tomb Hollow
¢ Our Vanishing Old-growth Hardwoods

¢ Bankhead Plants/Trees

¢ Foresspeak  Part 1

ISSUE No. 2 Dec./Jan. 91/9

¢ Bankhead Gets Death Sentence

¢ Clearcut Case Against Clearcutting
¢ Bankhead Plants - Bloodroot - Beech Drops &
® Bears and the Bankhead

¢ A Bankhead National Park

¢ Hemlocks - Redwoods of the Bankhead
€ Guide to Scenic Clearcuts

¢ Forestspeak  Part two

4 How the Indians Walked

¢ Wildemess Shelter

¢ Adventures in the Bankhead

ISSUE No. 3 Feb/Mar 92
Black/white Cover  Soogahoagdee Falls
by Charles Siefried

¢ National Recreation Area

¢ Canoeing Our Wild and Scenic Sipsey

@ The Forest Killers

¢ Bald Eagle In the Bankhead

¢ Walking the Sipsey Part 1 by Jiin Mansaco
¢ Early Settlers

¢ The Second Battle of Indian Toinb Hollow
¢ National Forest News

¢ The Herb Doctor of Shinhone Ridge

¢ Borden on Horses

¢ Guide To Scenic Clearcuts

¢ Forestspeak Part 3

¢ Woodcraft and Indian Lore

# People Speak

¢ Around the Campfire

ISSUE No. 4 April/May 92
Color Cover Caney Creek Falls
by Charles Seifried

¢ South Caney Creek Canyon and Falls

¢ 1t's Gone - the Red Cockaded Woodpecker
# The Forest Killers

¢ What the Indians Were Doing Hidden Away in
¢ Arborglyphs

¢ Byler - Oldest State Road
¢ Walking Sipsey Part Two

"~ & A Forester Speaks

¢ Call For Congressional Investigation

¢ Borden on Horses

¢ Guide to Scenic Clearcuts

¢ Forestspeak Part 4

¢ Woodcraft and Indian Lore

¢ Centerfold Map - Indian Toemb Hollow
4 The Indian Children Speak

ISSUE No. 5 June/July 92
Color Cover Phantom Face Bluff

‘by Charles Siefried

¢ Medicine Man Confederate Herbs Part 1
¢ National Treasure + Brushy Creek
#® Walking The Sipsey Part 3
¢ Wolves in the Bankhead

¢ Dictionary of the Qutdoors

¢ Nature’s Last Laugh Pine Beetles
¢ Centerfold Map - Brushy Creek Canyon
& Bankhead Coves Clearcut!

¢ The Rare Yellow Magnolia

¢ A Holy Alliance

@ The Tree Racists

¢ Borden On Horses

¢ Woodcraft - Make cord fromn the land

¢ Forestspeak Part §

ISSUE No. 6 Aug/Sept. 92
Color Cover Collier Creek Falls
by Charles Seifried

¢ Forest Service Promises Change with Ecosystern Management

¢ Cats of the Bankhead - Black Painters, Cougars and Other Vm nts
¢ Canoeing Sipsey Part 2 by John Foshee
¢ National Forest News

¢ Man Killed Chasing A Bear by Ed Herring
¢ Centerfold Map - High Town Path

# The Sacred Fire Than Burns In Qur Veins

¢ Confederate Herbs Part 2

¢ Walking Sipsey  Part 4 Jiin Manasco

# Trackers in the Bankhead

¢ Indian Mythe by Rickey Roberts

¢ High Town Path by Rickey Butch Walker

ISSUE No. 7 Oct/Nov 92
Color Cover Fall Colors of Bankhead Leaves _
by Charles Seifried

¢ Walking Sipsey Part 5 by Jim Manasco
# Osprey, The Fish Bird Retums  Walker
# Forestspeak Part 6

¢ Altematives For Bankhead Horseback Management
¢ The British Coine To Bankhead Rickey Roberts
¢ George Mayhall of Haleyville Ed Herring

¢ The People Speak

¢ The Proposed Warrior Mountains Trail

¢ Centerfold Map - Draft of Warrior Mtns Trail

¢ Conditioning Your Horse  Borden
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& State of Art Silvaculture - 1962

@ Destruction of Alabama Wildemess

¢ Save the Plants! by Darryl Patton

¢ Outdoor Writer Batnboozled by Clearcutters

¢ Woodcraft The Fabulous Theowing Stick

This is only the beginning of a new era of
outdoor writings - An era of Ecological Wood-
craft and Alabama Outdoors.

Price for Bankhead Monitor back issues:

$1.00+ .50 post.
£1.50+ .50 post.
$2.00+ .75 post.

$12.00 pp

Issue No. 1 ( photocopy )
Issue No. 2 ( photocopy )
Issue No. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Set of first 6 issues

NEW BOOKS!
"Walking

Sipsey”
by Jim Manasco
In the 1960’ two
young naturalists
walked the Sipsey and
produced a series of
articles on the Sipsey
Wilderness and Bank-
head area - Jim and
Ruth Manasco.

This book is the re-
cord of that work.
Now, as artists living
in the Bankhead, they
dedicated this work to
be published in a money raising effort money to save the
forest that they love. $12.00 pp

"HIGH TOWN PATH"

by Rickey Butch Walker

Rickey Butch Walker
is an outspoken native
of the Bankhead
Forest who regularly
writes a column for
the Moulton Advertiz-
ers Bankhead Back
Trails. He is of Native
American descent and
a superb historian and
outdoorsman. High
Town Path is chock
full of photos of the
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historic northern Bankhead area. No doubt it is a master-
piece.

Get your copy for $8.00 pp or a collector’s set of both
books for only $18.00 pp

BIRDS OF BANKHEAD

By the naturalist of the Bankead - Jim Mansaco
A set of 8 black and white prints. 4 - 11"x 14"

( flickers, redheaded woodpeckers, downy wood-
peckers, and pileated woodpeckers )

4 - 5"x7" ( carolina wrens, carolina chickadees,
golden-crowned kinglets, and yellowthroats ) on
heavy art paper. $12.00 per set

BANKHEAD VIDEO

A professional video called Bankhead, A Dying
National Forest, The documentary is about 13
minutes long. Also is a preliminary of 5 minutes
beauty and 5 minutes destruction. Then, we
included Channel 19’s The Battle For The
Bankhead. only $10.00

COMING SOON - MAPS, MUGS, TEE SHIRTS
AND MORE!
SEND YOUR ORDER TO:
THE BANKHEAD MONITOR
P.0. BOX 117, MOULTON, ALA. 35650

Adventure
OUTFITTERS

Hiking Boots Canoes
Backpacks Yakima Racks
Sleeping Bags Apparel
Trail Food Tents
Cookware USGS Maps
Stoves Climbing Equip.
A DIVISION OF:
Southeastern Divers
908 Bob Wallace s

Huntsville 205-536-8404 =




DON’T GET MAD! GET EVEN!

SUBSCRIBE YOURSELF TO THE FRONT LINES OF AN

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP: ENVIRONMENTAL WAR
812.00 per year or six issues

WHICHEVER COMES FIRST.

ECO-WARRIOR
Be a card carrying eco-warrior.

Number and official registry, .y
Membership and subscription Maps - ‘.‘
included, $25.00 g‘?:';s““s ‘. NAME
3.
A ! Ba
Sign up yourself and a friend or C::::n: “: ADDRESS -
relative - regular memberships - Wildemess
TWO FOR ONLY $22.00 ° Woodereft Rz STATE ZIP
- (1 74 b , X
ggumm S RATE IS $12.00 PER YEAR SIX ISSUES
National Forest News THE BANKHEAD MONITOR P.0. BOX 117
Indian Lore MOULTON, ALA. 35650

S.E. SCHOOL OF
OUTDOOR SKILLS

PICK OUT YOUR CUSTOM COURSE:

MAP READING AND CROSS COUNTRY BY
COMPASS - ORIENTEERING
WILDERNESS SHELTER - FIREBUILDING
IDENTIFY WILD PLANT FOODS AND
MEDICINES

CAMP CRAFTS

CALL FOR INFORMATION

LOCATED IN CEDAR OAK COVE IN THE BANKHEAD
NATIONAL FOREST. ( private property )

Instructors - Lamar Marshall and Darryl Patton

Cost - 8 hours = 820 per person - minimum 4 persons

4 to 15 persons = $15 per person

Larger groups = lower rate. Call (205) 974-6166

Free tour in Bankhead Forest included.

WILDWOOD wWiIsDOM
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WOODCRAFT
AND INDIAN LORE

The Trackerschool of 1993 was held in the remotest and deepest recesses of the Bankhead area.
Several excellant instructors were present to teach a group of 15 people for a period of 3 days.
The subjects covered were numerous. The instructors were from the Carolinas and Florida.

One of the neatest methods for laying a fire was taught. Everyone seems to think that he or she
is a master of firebuilding including myself. But this is probably the ncatest starting method that
I have scen.

Gather two thumbsized diameter sticks about 18" long for the V. Also a cross piece about
10" long. Gather your starter from hanging dead pine limbs. The tinier the better. I call
this threadwood.

Next, bundle up the smallest thread to matchsized material. Place your cross piece over the V as
shown in the next photo. Place the bundle in the triangle created by the three sticks and allow it
to stick up in the air as is also shown. The crosspiece allows a convenient place to stick a match,
lighter or other source of fire so it can light the highly flamable threadsized sticks.

The secret to a fast and good fire is very dry wood and the sequence of starting with small pieces
and very gradually increasing the size of fuelwood.
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The fire is ready to light. You might want to clear the leaves back so they cannot catch fire.

i NI

You can’t beat a fi

- i LRy V.

re this good. Try to find an odne st with some " lighter or fat "
the ultimate for wet conditions.
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THE BANKHEAD MONITOR

A Nonprofit, Educational Corporation
P.0. Box 117, Moulton, Al. 35650

FIGHTING FOR THE LAST WILD

PLACES! ,_..._._-—-—C-E"\

Date: 5/31/93 D GETS DEATH SENTEN

Dear co-owner of the Bankhead National Forest: it is high time to

END
CLEARCUTTING-POISONING-BURNING

ALABAMA’S NATIONAL FORESTS

The Bankhead National Forest belongs to you, the public. All races, all ages, it is yours.

You are responsible in the long run for what happens to it. You must tell your government how you
want it managed. Thousands of you have told them just that only to find that they intend to go on
clearcutting, poisoning and burning your old hardwood forests in order to grow pine fiber. We represent
you and the time has come to employ legal help to fight our battle in the courtrooms. We have a team
of good attorneys that are worthy of their wages.

THE ERA OF LITIGATION HAS BEGUN.

Our policy has been to make it on our own and never beg and plead for money in the disgraceful way
that some organizations and religious fakes do. We will simply tell you that we intend to sue the US
Forest Service in Federal Court. It will take money. If you wish to make a donation, do so, if you don't
have money to spare, we don’t want anything.

Enclosed is information about the Apache-made turtle pendant. Any donation of $100 or more will
qualify you for a numbered pendant and a card stating that you are a member of the elite
TURTLE CLAN OF THE WARRIOR MOUNTAINS TRIBE.

Send your contribution to: " SAVE THE BANKHEAD "
c/o The Bankhead Monitor
P.0. Box 117, Moulton, Al. 35650

Make checks payable to " Save the Bankhead ". All donations go into a special account at Bankfirst of
Moulton. The money will be used only for actual payment to attorneys fees. Together, we can stop
this madness that is destroying our childrens inheritance.

w T hebe (L oy /NS



NATIVE AMERICAN

APACHE

COMMISSIONED TO HELP

" SAVE THE BANKHEAD "

Julian Nez is a Jicarilla Apache from New Mexi-
co. He lives in Huntsville Alabama and is attend-
ing college. He is a professional silversmith. So
good, that some of his work is owned by the
Smithsonian Institute in the House of Archives in
New York City. He was born and raised on the
Jicarilla Reservation in Apache country. His
mother was half Apache and half Navaho. His
father was full-blooded Navaho.

Ricky Butch Walker, well known writer and
outdoorsman of the Bankhead forest, is a Creek-
Cherokee descendant, Last year, he wrote the
following in the Moulton Advertizer:

( from Native American brother from west bless-
es Indian sites)

“Little did I know the day held the surprise of a
dark-skinned warrior of western culture blessing
the hallowed grounds of both Kinlock and
Indian Tomb...

Arriving according to Indian time, Julian Nez, a
Jicarilla Apache of a powerful line of western
chiefs, was soon to greet us and anxious to see
where the Alabama red men of long ago called
upon the Great Spirit...

After explaining about the " Drums of Kinlock "
which occurred on March 21, 1992, the group
descended into the depths of the canyon.

We entered the great cathredal Indian shelter of
Kinlock and discussed the petroglyphs of rock
drawings. Nez casually commented that he
sensed a tremendous power within the majestic
shelter....

At the ashes of the drum-in campfire, the dark
warrior kneeled to the earth and with his finger
drew the symbol of the turtle. As he picked up a
handful of ashes and dirt, facing the north, the
Jicarilla Apache warrior, speaking in his native
tongue, blessed Kinlock...

After his blessing, he explained the turtle

symbol and what he said in his native tongue.
No one had to tell me of the power Nez was
feeling, because I could see it in his face, hear it
in his speech, and feel it in my heart.

As we drove to Indian Tomb, Nez told us of his
people and the ancient traditions working with
silver. He showed us some of the most beautiful
pieces of silver jewelry I have ever seen. Julian
Nez is honored by having one of his silver pieces
displayed by the Smithsonian.

...Upbn reaching the site, I asked Nez to bless
the great Hollow of Indian Tomb.

Standing high on a southern rock cliff overlook-
ing the sacred hollow, Nez faced the north to-
ward the Valley of Indian Tomb. In his ancient
tradition, the warrior of pure blood and ancient
roots picked up a handful of moss and dirt with
which he blessed, in his native tongue of long
ago, the Hollow of Indian Tomb.

Now, when the trails of life seem long and the
burdens seem to mount, an Alabama Indian
warrior of modern culture and mixed blood can
go to his rock and receive the power from within
the hollow which was blessed by one of ancient

roots, yet powerful native blood. "
RICKY BUTCH WALKER

In May of this year, Julian Nez attended the
Indian festival in Moulton. Jim Manasco, the
famed artist/naturalist Cherokee of the forest
sketched the Bankhead’s rare and endangered
" flattened musk turtle ". He made one change
in the sketch. Where the true turtle has 4 claws 1
on the front and rear leg, Jim put 3 on the front .
and 4 on the rear in order to create the
significant number 7.
I presented the sketch to Julian and asked if he
could hand craft and produce the Bankhead
Monitor a numbered series of sterling silver pen-
dant necklaces to help save the Bankhead. He
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agreed and I now wear the prototype #1 on my
neck.
Born is the
TURTLE CLAN OF

THE WARRIOR MOUNTAINS TRIBE.
Our symbol is the endangered turtle of our for-
est and the ancient symbol of the red brothers -
Native Americans allied with all who would
stand up and fight for our Native Forests.
We are giving one of these numbered pendant
necklaces to each person who donates $100 or

ACTUR-
S\Z€

more to the litagation fund. Allow 5 or 6 weeks
for delivery. They are hand made and signed by

Nez. Numbers given in order of donations.

They are sterling silver with a 24" sterling silver
chain. I donated the first $100 dollars myself

and Ricky Butch Walker the second.
The Council of the Inner Circle of 12 has

followed.
I am proud to wear mine.
Lamar Marshall

boping

Watchdog group’s chief to sue
over clear-cutting at Bankhead

ATree farm: Lamar
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injunction to stop ali
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TURTLE CLAN PENDANT
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Lemar Marshall 1305) 9144166
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Wilderness Act

You are heredy notified that The Bankhead Monitor and Lamar
Marshall intend to allege violations of the Wilderneas Act due to
the failure of the Forest Service to conmsider -all the above listed
impacts and their cumulative impacts to the Sipsey Wilderness.
Failure of the Forest Service to take into consideration all of the
above listed itams and othar things could result in degradation to
the Sipsey Wilderness and thus be violations of the Wilderness Act.

National Historic Preservation Act

You are hereby notified that The Bankhead Monitor and Lanar
Marshall intend to allege violations of the National Historic
Preservation Act due to the failure of the Forest Service to
locate, inventory and nominate to the Secretary all properties
under the Forest Service's ownership or control, that appear to
qualify for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under section
470(a) (2) (A) of thia Act. Additionally, the Forest Service has
failed to exercise caution to assure that any possibly oligible
property is not inadverzently demolished, substantially altered, or
allowed to deteriorate significantly.

National Forest Management Act

You are hereby notified that The Bankhead Monitor and Lamar
Marshall intend to allege violations of the National Forest
Managenent Act due to the failure of the Forest Service to plan
based o2n principles of preservation of important historical,
cultural, and natural aspects of our national heritage., as required
by regulations issued pursuant to this Act. Additionally, the
Porest Service has failed to identify and evaluate public issues
and coordinate the some with the Alabama Historical Coamission and
local Indian Tribes. Furthermore, the Forest Service has failed
to provide for evaluation and identification of appropriate sites

for the National Register of Historia Places, as required by thig
Act. .



BANKHEAD TREES

BIGLEAF MAGNOLIA

The great tulip tree bloom fills the
woods with an uncanny humming
drone each May. It is one of those
short-lived fascinating experiences
that come only once a year. The tulip
tree was a valuable tree to the Native
Americans who lived in the Black
Warrior Mountains. The bark is easily
made into baskets and the buds were
eaten. Other utensils such as shingles
for the roofs of their houses came
from this tree. They are beautiful and
fast growing and resemble a hickory
when they are young and slick
barked. But they are very different
than the hickory. The hickory is
supple, strong and heavy. The poplar
will break easily, is weak and light
when dried. '

The Bigleaf Magnolia is the
most unique tree in the Bank-
head. The leaves get over 30
inches long. They stand out like
a sore thumb in the deep, rich
hollows of the mountains. When
they bloom it is a sight to see.
The giant white flowers are the
largest in the state as they are
easily a full 16 inches across.
The leaves were used by the
Native Americans extensively in
the fall and winter the same
way that we use paper towels.
They make great camping dish-
rags. The Indians also used
them as diapers for the babies.
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< The Bankhead Monitor, Inc.
¢ a non-profit, educational corporation
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